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The shortfall, that was their fault. 

Again, you can go in and read more of 
this report saying the Army is experi-
encing the beginnings of what could be-
come a major recruiting crisis. Right 
now we are raising our number within 
the Army from 484,000 to 512,000 and, 
while we are doing that, our recruiting 
and our retention is very good. Right 
now the Active Force retention and re-
cruiting figures combined for 2005 were 
99.1 percent. It may not be growing as 
fast as we would like toward the 
512,000, but we can hardly call that a 
failure. In the first quarter of fiscal 
year 2006, we achieved 104 percent of 
the recruiting mission and 100 percent 
of the retention mission for the quar-
ter. 

The Guard and Reserve are all over-
worked, but in the first quarter, re-
cruiting figures for the National Guard 
are 106 percent and the Reserves are 
doing even better at 122 percent. Gen-
eral Fuzzy Webster, who came back 
with the Third Infantry Division—that 
was their second rotation—they now 
have a 133-percent retention. That is 
the third ID that has been over there 
fighting for freedom on two different 
occasions. 

Anyway, the surprising thing is the 
press would give them any attention at 
all. 

Last, let me share my own personal 
experience. I have had occasion to go 
to Iraq or the Iraq area 10 times now. I 
take very seriously my job as a mem-
ber of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee. Let me share with you, not all 
10 times but a little anecdotal experi-
ence on 3 of those times. 

First, in January, January is the 
first vote. I remember one lady—I had 
an interpreter and we were inter-
viewing—and she said I couldn’t see the 
ballot because of the tears in my eyes. 
Then it occurred to me, this is not the 
first time in the 30 years of the butcher 
Saddam Hussein, this is the first time 
in 7,000 years we have had an oppor-
tunity at self-determination. 

A few days later I decide to spend my 
time in the Sunni triangle because that 
is where they are supposed to hate us 
the most. There is a general in 
Fallujah by the name of Mahdi, the bri-
gade commander for Saddam Hussein, 
the brigade commander for the Iraqi 
security forces in Fallujah. At that 
time he hated Americans, until they 
started training with the Marines in 
Fallujah, called embedded training. 
They became so fond of the Marines, 
when they rotated the Marines out we 
all got together and we cried. He re-
named Fallujah Iraqi security force the 
Fallujah marines. That man is now in 
charge of security in Baghdad because 
he is doing security for us. In Tikrit, I 
was there when they blew up one of the 
training centers where 40 Iraqis were 
seriously injured. What you don’t see 
in the media is the 40 families who had 
that loss replaced their loved ones with 
another member of the family. 

When you go across the Sunni tri-
angle 50 or 100 feet off the ground in a 

helicopter, little kids are waving 
American flags. When we send care 
packages to our kids, cookies or 
candies, they don’t eat them, they re-
package them and throw them to the 
kids there. That is the truth of what 
was happening. 

I was up there last month during the 
election. Everybody expected the prob-
lems of the terrorists, the insurgents, 
to spike at that time, but it didn’t hap-
pen because they have run out of 
steam. The IEDs, they went down by 30 
percent in the month before the De-
cember election. Suicide bombs went 
down by 70 percent in 90 days. The road 
from the airport that goes into the 
green zone, I have been on it many 
times, they were having about 10 ter-
rorist activities each week and now 
there have not been any for 7 months. 
Not one. That is when we turned over 
the security to the Iraqis and they are 
taking care of their own security. 

These are the successes that are tak-
ing place. The number of tips that 
come in from Iraqis, they used to be 500 
a month, now they are up to 5,000 a 
month. This is what is happening. 

When we see that this general is now 
in Baghdad, and more than the eastern 
half of Baghdad, there is not one Amer-
ican boot on the ground, they are all 
Iraqis. They are the ones taking care of 
their own security and the 112 battal-
ions they have right now, approxi-
mately 220,000 troops, 32 of those 112 
battalions are either level 1 or level 2; 
that is, they can go into battle on their 
own. In January a year ago none were 
in that position. 

Is it going to be over? People are al-
ways asking that question. People are 
not answering. I will answer that ques-
tion. If you take the trend where we 
are right now, right now we have 
trained and equipped 220,000 Iraqi 
troops. By the end of this year it will 
be 300,000 Iraqi troops. The goal was to 
get up to 325,000. Why? Because all the 
military people tell me we need to get 
to 10 divisions before we can turn the 
security of Iraq over to the Iraqis, and 
that will be 325,000. We will be there by 
June of 2007. By June of 2007 we will 
have turned over the security to the 
Iraqis. We will still have a few troops 
there—we still have troops in Bosnia 
and Kosovo—but the security will have 
been turned over to them. 

When you go through the towns and 
see the hospitals, the schools, the busi-
nesses—$22 billion in oil reserves are 
going in. Yet you have several Sen-
ators coming back, Senators who, I 
might add, are running for President in 
2008, trying to make you think things 
are not successful there. Senator BIDEN 
came back and said they only had 
30,000 troops. It was not 30,000, it was 
200,000 when he made that statement. 
Senator KERRY said our troops are out 
at night terrorizing women. I talked to 
the troops. None of them even know 
what he is talking about. 

I have to conclude, and I say this in 
all sincerity to the authors of this re-
port and to the 1990s crowd that got us 

into this mess, and I say to the 
naysayers, and I say to the cut-and-run 
caucus, I have named them—I say to 
the hand wringers: I am sure glad you 
are not in charge because, if you were, 
what happened to the military and na-
tional security in the 1990s would be 
happening again right now. We would 
be right back to the same path where 
surrender is always an option. Back 
where? Negotiating with terrorists. 
There is nothing wrong with that. Ne-
gotiate and appease, negotiate and ap-
pease. I thank God every day our Presi-
dent, George Bush, is not an appeaser. 
An appeaser is a guy who throws his 
friends to the alligators hoping they 
will eat them last. 

Hiram Mann said: 
No man survives when freedom fails. 
The best men rot in filthy jails. 
And those who cry appease, appease, 
are hanged by those they tried to please. 

Back in 2000 we came within six elec-
toral votes of being hanged by those we 
tried to please. 

Looking at what this President has 
done, grading the President on na-
tional defense and national security, 
very clearly President Bush—I am anx-
ious to hear him tomorrow night—very 
clearly he will get an A. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent there now be a pe-
riod for morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

Jason Gage is a 29 year old gay man. 
On March 12, 2005, he was beaten and 
stabbed with a piece of glass at his Wa-
terloo, IA, apartment. According to re-
ports, the attacker later told his 
girlfriend that he assaulted Gage after 
he made sexual advances toward him. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 
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